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Columbus Musicians BENEFIT to
Help Save the DELTA BLUES MUSEUM

Blues Station - Sunday, Feb 27 - 5:00 pm

Featuring: Soul Satyr, Biersdorf & Kolbe,
Ray Fuller & the Bluesrockers, Willie Pooch
& the Upsetters and Ernest Roy & his
Clarksdale Rockers
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Located in Clarksdale, Mississippi, the
legendary birthplace of the blues, the
Delta Blues Museum maintains infor-
mation and artifacts relevant to the
history and significance of the blues.
Donations are necessary for this
worthwhile organization to keep its
doors open and continue to build into
the international Mecca for Blues his-
tory it has become.

Johnny Mac of Soul Satyr recently
visited Clarksdale and has organized
this Benefit. All of the above artists
have committed to donate their talent
to help preserve their roots. We all
thank the Blues Station for providing
the venue. Come out to help Colum-
bus Musicians and the CBA keep the
Blues alive. Besides great music,
there will be a silent auction, raffle
prizes, and museum swag!

The following information is provided
by Joni Mayberry, an Assistant Mu-
seum Director of the DBM, who will be
here for the Benefit:

The Delta Blues Museum in Clarks-
dale, Mississippi. was established in
February of 1979 by the Carnegie Lib-

brary Board of Trustees for the pur-
pose of collecting, preserving and
making accessible to the public infor-
mation, programs and related services
concerning the history and significance
of the blues. What began as a 12 ft.
table top display in the Myrtle Hall
branch of the library has today grown
into a separate entity owned by the
City of Clarksdale, governed by a five-
member Board of Trustees and oper-
ated by Director, Shelley Ritter, Inter-
pretation Specialist Maie Smith, and a
small but mighty staff of two full-time
and four part-time employees.

The museum is currently housed in the
former freight depot in the heart of
historic downtown Clarksdale and is
open to the public 9 am-5 pm (March-
October) and 10 am - 5 pm
(November-February) Monday through
Saturday, closed most holidays and
Sundays. Admission is $7.00 for
adults, but Blues Society/The Blues
Foundation members can receive half-
off with proof of current membership.
Discounts for students and senior

(Continued on page 4)

The Best of Columbus Blues
Volume 2 is now available!

Best or CoLuMeus BLues il

CD Liner notes By Sean Carney:

Welcome to the second volume of
The Columbus Blues Alliance
Best of Columbus Blues. If you
own Volume I, you'll notice that none
of the acts on that CD are found on
Volume I, which in itself is a testa-
ment to the variety and volume of
Blues acts you might hear in Central
Ohio on a given Saturday night.

As you enjoy the music we’ve com-
piled, keep in mind that the Blues is
certainly nothing new to The Capital
City. Columbus boasts African-
American blues and R&B architects
such as Archie “Stomp” Gordon,
Larry Darnell, Hank Marr and An-
drew Tibbs. Recent CBA Lifetime
Achievement Award recipient, Gene
Walker, played the saxophone with
an amazing array of artists including
the Beatles and served as musical
director for both Sam Cooke and
Jackie Wilson. Raymond Powell,
who goes back well over thirty years
with Willie Pooch and gigged with Bill
Doggett and Etta James, also shows
up with his horn and gives us some
strong evidence as to why he’s affec-
tionately known as “Papa Honk”.

As for rising stars, Shaun Booker
has developed a reputation as a
powerful and emotionally charged
vocalist. The Inner City Blues Band
presents a sound influenced by con-
temporary Southern blues owing a

great deal to the hard working Leon
Robinson. Robert Hughes was one
of the first white guys in town to
move from the Stones to the Deep
Blues of Memphis and Chicago.
Guitarist Michael Arnold formed
Night Train to perform Jump blues
and Vintage R&B and turns in a fan-
tastic instrumental with a tip of the
hat to Texas Blues. Columbus holds
its own in the arena of Blues rock
and we’re proud to feature the Frank
Harrison Group who’s namesake has
long been a heavy hitter in Colum-
bus on the Stratocaster front.

Best of Columbus Blues
Volume Il

Night Train - Bentley’s Boogie

Shaun Booker’s New Blues

Revue - The Yellow Cross

3. Inner City Blues Band - Easy
Recipe

4. Gus Lambros & Electric Mud -
Pops Blues

5. Larry B. & The Real Deal - No
Substitute For Love

6. The Dave Chisolm Band -
Queen of Everything

7. Al Smyth - Captin Captin

8. The Frank Harrison Group -
Wantin’ All Your Love

9. The Code Blue Band - Wrong
Side of Town

10. “King Saxe” Gene Walker -
Come And Go With Me

11. Hughes Blues with Sara Foley
-1 Think You’re Jivin’

12. “Papa Honk” Raymond Powell
- Papa Honks

13. Knotso Slim - Stock Market
Blues

14. Soul Satyr - Back of the Line

15. Tommy Thomas - Anthology
of The Blues

16. The Juke Joint Saints - Wel-
fare Daddy

17. Mood Swing - Pistachio

18. Bill Stockwell - Extra, Extra

You can purchase our CD for $10.00
at our Sunday Blues Jams, at our
table at major blues shows, and
online at www.ColumbusBlues.com.
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ADVERTISE In the CBA BLUESPAPER!

The CBA BluesPaper is published Bi-monthly
with a circulation of 4000-5000 copies. It is
mailed to our members and distributed at ven-
ues, events and festivals throughout the year.

Call 614-278-1113 or
email herbs@Columbus.rr.com
to place your ad and discuss your
requirements.

Rates: Business Card ($25.00), Eighth Page
($50.00), Quarter Page ($65.00), Half Page
($100.00), and Full Page ($200.00)

Attention Blues Readers!

If you have any blues news, articles, requests, or
suggestions for our featured musician, please
email Sharyn Sollars at herbs@columbus.rr.com
or call 614-278-1113 by the deadline, and we will
gladly consider it for this publication.

By CBA President
Bob Thomas

Welcome to the 16" year of the Columbus Blues Alliance!
Just like all adolescents, we are still growing, maturing,
and devouring everything in sight! We presented 10 CBA
events in 2004 (the most ever) and hope to bring you
even more in 2005. Look inside for a review of these
2004 festivals, concerts, and special events.

The best Blues Jams in Ohio will continue the first and
third Sunday of every month at the Thirsty Ear Tavern.
Join fellow blues fans and the greatest blues musicians in
town for some great free-ranging jams and blues stan-
dards. Check this paper and our website for the dates,
times, and host bands.

I'd like to thank Sean Carney for taking the reins of the
CBA for the second time in his life. His vision, quiet lead-
ership, and connections helped the CBA soar in 2004.
Thanks Sean — and we look forward to more of the same
from your seat on the Board of Trustees.

Also thanks go out to Steve Woods for his time as a Trus-
tee in 2004. Steve has quite a history with the CBA as
well serving as editor, webmaster and Vice President in
years past. Thanks Steve —we hope you come back for
more soon!

Congratulations to the Teeny Tucker Band for winning our
Fifth Annual Blues Challenge. Teeny and the Band will
represent Central Ohio in Memphis February 3-5 at the
International Blues Challenge. Barry Chern is our solo/
acoustic winner and he also will compete against the best
unsigned talent from around the world at this great event.
Join us on this road trip for fun and more Blues than most
can handle.

Our constantly growing website is averaging more than
100 visitors a day. This is where you learn about upcom-
ing events, concerts, festivals, and special CBA events.
We have pictures from past events, background on the
CBA, Blues links, archives, and our store where you can
buy great blues gear or renew your CBA membership.
Our store features shirts, hats, fans, bumper stickers,
CDs, mugs, shot glasses, and more is added all the time.

As you know, the CBA is a non-profit arts organization
registered with both the State of Ohio and the Interna-
tional Blues Foundation (www.Blues.org). Supporting the
CBA gives you the opportunity to give back to your com-
munity, support local musicians, and help further the mu-
sic we all love.

If you're not a member of the CBA, join today. You'll be
supporting the organization that supports the Blues, help-
ing to bring out more local and national Blues musicians,
and helping create and print this BluesPaper. Use the
form in the back of this paper, go online and pay with a
credit card or PayPal account, or visit our table at the next
Blues Jam. And what do you get? This BluesPaper
mailed to your door, the weekly E-Zine, and discounts at
select CBA events around Central Ohio.

Inside this issue, look for information on our January
Benefit for Andy Robinson. Andy has been involved in the
local Blues scene for many years and is now battling can-
cer. Help us help our own at this January 20 event at the
Thirsty Ear. Also see a review of our Seventh Annual
Blues for Tots Benefit, Show reviews, upcoming events,
and places that support the blues.

Thanks for helping support the Blues in Central Ohio.

EavypA——

THE COLUMBUS BLUES ALLIANCE

The Columbus Blues Alliance is a non-profit
501(c)(3) corporation formed to promote vari-
ous styles of blues music throughout Central
Ohio.

The CBA BluesPaper is published bi-monthly
by the Columbus Blues Alliance, Inc., 1350 W.
Fifth Ave., Suite 10-D, Columbus, OH 43212.

Office Phone ........cooeveeeeeeeeeeiiinnnnn. 614-486-4575
Email.......cccvvvvvvnnnns Info@ColumbusBlues.com
[ N 614-486-4575
Website.........ccvvveees www.ColumbusBlues.com

OFFICERS & STAFF

President .........ccooeveeeiiiiiiiiinee s Bob Thomas
Vice President.........cccceeiiiieineenn, Herb Sollars
TrEASUIEN ..ot Bill Bubalo
110l €= - VR Dottie Hildreth
Membership Coordinator ............ Susan Lotozo
Volunteer Coordinator............. Shirley Spencer
Grant Writing.......ooeeeeeiieeeniiiee e Open
BluesPaper Editor & Layout ..... Sharyn Sollars
BluesPaper Proofreader.............. Rena Thomas
BluesPaper Distribution............ccccuvveeenn. Open
Blues Jam Booking .......ccccceeeeeennns Herb Sollars
Webmaster ......ccoeeveeeiiiiiiiceiee Bob Thomas
Blues Jam HOSt.......ccccccveevviennnns Bill Stockwell
Photojournalist ........cccccooeveeeiiiiiennne. JT Lotozo

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Dan Axt, Todd Law, Herb Sollars, Sean Carney,
and JT Lotozo.

MEMBERS MEETINGS

The Columbus Blues Alliance Members Meet-
ing is the first Sunday of each month at the
CBA HQ: 1350 W. Fifth Ave., Suite 10-D, at 1:30
PM. All members are invited and encouraged
to attend.

PUBLISHING DEADLINES

Jan/Feb ... Dec 15
March/APTil ..o Feb 15
MaY/JUNE .. April 15
JUIYIAUG oo June 15
SEPL/OCT...eeiiiiiiieiciie e Aug 15
NOV/DEC .ot Oct 15
AFFILIATIONS

529 The Blues
/A Foundation
E3

THE COLUMBUS
FOUNDATION

The Center for Charitable Giving'

PRIVACY POLICY

This organization does not trade, sell, rent, or
lend our members’ home mailing addresses,
telephone numbers, email addresses, or any
personal information to outside parties.

© 2005 Columbus Blues Alliance
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Blues News

Seventh Annual Blues for Tots Benefit and
Charity Auction

Many years ago, CBA President Jim Biersdorf got the
idea to hold a benefit concert for the Toys for Tots char-
ity at Stache’s on High Street. The event was such a
success and such fun for CBA volunteers, that we have
continued this gig to this day. Jim moved the event to
the Thirsty Ear Tavern when Jerry Flaherty opened the
doors in 1998 and that’s where it has been ever since.

In addition to three great local bands (Biersdorf and
Kolbe, Ray Fuller and the Bluesrockers, and the Shaun
Booker Band) donating time and talent this year, friends
of the CBA donated items for a charity auction, a raffle
was held, and the U.S. Marines passed their hat to sup-
port their Toys for Tots charity. This year, we raised
$4,219.00 and every cent was given to the U.S. Ma-
rines and will benefit needy children in the Columbus
area this Christmas. A van load of brand new toys also
were collected and donated. The Auction raised
$3,215, the entry fee totaled $570, the raffle $218, and
when the Marine passed his hat, he collected $178.

The CBA would like to thank the following people and
companies for their donations, publicity, and generosity:

The Bob and Tom Show -WFJX 105.7 The Fox
Dave Man/QFM96

Chuck Gillespie - WSYX Channel 6 News
Music Go Round

Bargain Humidors

JT & Susan Lotozo

Alligator Records

OSU Football Program

Backbeat Books

“Dapper” Dan Axt

Herb and Sharyn Sollars

Colleen’s Collectibles

Margo & Jerry Flaherty

Blues Revue Magazine

Sandor Gulyas

Jim Gelder

Southern Records

The CBA especially would like to thank our Founder,
Past President, and Chairman of our Board of Trustees
Mr. Dan Axt for once again donating his auctioneering
talents for our Charity Auction. Without Dan’s talent,
not only would the CBA not be here but we would not
make near as much on the fine items donated to Toys
for Tots. Thanks Dan.

We would like to start collecting quality items for next
year’s auction — it's going to be hard to beat this year’s
record of $4200+ next year. We look forward to work-
ing with Channel Six and the U.S. Marines again in
November 2005.

2005 BOARD of TRUSTEES

Congratulations to Dan Axt, Sean Carney, Todd Law,
JT Lotozo, and Herb Sollars, the CBA Board of Trus-
tees for 2005. We want to also thank our outgoing
Trustees Bob Thomas and Steve Woods.

2005 CBA OFFICERS ELECTED

At the December Members Meeting a new slate of offi-
cers were elected: Bob Thomas (President), Herb Sol-
lars (Vice President), Bill Bubalo (Treasurer), and Dottie
Hildreth (Secretary). Thanks to this dedicated group of
blues fans, who will volunteer their time and talents to
the cause in 2005, the blues will remain alive and well
in Columbus.

THANK YOU 2004 Officers, Shirley
Spencer (Volunteer Coordinator),
and the many Volunteers
who made 2004 a record setting
and fun YEAR!

2004 CBA Eventsand Highlights

We had 22 Blues Jams, two a month, except for No-
vember and June and this year for the first time, we had
three CD/Membership Promotions (Earwig, Alligator, &
Southern Records).

Events we produced:

1. CBA Presents No Easy Riders — IBC Celebration
Party 2/26

2. Creekside Blues Festival (CBA Booked the bands
for Sunday) 6/20

3. Acoustic Blues Garage at ComFest (3 days of local
blues) 6/25 - 6/27

4. Red, White, and Blues — free concert in Goodale
Park 7/2

5. CBA’s 15" Anniversary Party featuring Bo Diddley
Jr 7/10

6. Ohio State Fair — CBA Presents Willie Pooch and
the Upsetters 8/12

7. 10™ Annual Traditional Acoustic Blues Festival
10/5

8. CBA Presents Watermelon Slim at the Blues Sta-

tion 10/8

5" Annual CBA Blues Challenge 10/24

0. Blues for Tots Benefit Concert and Charity Auction

11/21

The CBA participated in many local events and con-
certs throughout the year including:

B2 ©

Granville Hot Licks Festival

Yellow Springs Festival

Delaware Blues Challenge

Robert Cray and Buddy Guy Concert
George Thorogood Concert

Saving Blue Collar Benefit

Ray Fuller 30" Reunion

The CBA and Dan Axt were also awarded recognition
by our State Representative Dan Stewart for efforts for
“Promoting Blues Music in Central Ohio”

Best of Columbus Blues, Volume II, was organized and
produced to be offered starting this month.

The CBA and Blues Fans can look forward to June
2005. It has been determined by the City of Gahanna
that the CBA will be the sole Blues Society booking and
managing the blues stages at the Gahanna Creekside
Blues & Jazz Festival this year. We can anticipate yet
another great festival at this beautiful venue.

River City Ohio Blues Competition will be held
Saturday, February 19, 12 Noon - Midnight

The Blues, Jazz & Folk Music Society of Marietta,
Ohio, announces their annual blues competition, the
oldest and largest blues talent competition in the state
of Ohio.

The deadline for entering the competition has been
extended to January 7. Bands who are interested in
participating need to print, complete, and mail in an
application which is available on their website at
http://www.bjfm.org.  Click on competition and then
click onto the link to the application and rules. They
also request a demo tape or CD.

The Competition will be held in the ballroom of The
Lafayette Hotel,101 Front Street, Marietta, OH. Tickets
will be available at the door for $10/$15, m/nm (VISA/
MasterCard accepted).

BENEFIT FOR ANDY ROBINSON

Thursday, January 20, 8:00 pm
The Thirsty Ear Tavern
Featuring Willie Pooch & the Upsetters,
The Jim Lynch Band
and many Very Special Guests

One of Ohio’s, and maybe the world’s, best singers
and keyboard players, Andy Robinson, has been diag-
nosed with bladder cancer The CBA and Thirsty Ear
have organized a benefit to help him and his family
defray the costs of time away from his job. Please
mark this date on your calendars and plan to attend.
We want to show how much we appreciate him and his
talent so he can concentrate on a speedy and full re-
covery.

BUDDY GUY will be inducted into the Rock & Roll
Hall of Fame next year at the 20th annual induction
ceremony.

ROBERT JOHNSON The legend lives, and the saga
continues....On Dec 9th the Mississippi Supreme Court
re-opened litigation over who owns the photographs
and writings of Robert Johnson. Last fall, the justices
sided with a Leflore County judge who ruled that the
late singers illegitimate son, Claude Johnson, should
receive the royalties from his father’s photographs and
music. The ruling voided a pact signed in 1974 by
Johnson's heirs giving them rightful ownership of the
material.

R.L.BURNSIDE Mississippi Hill Country Blues leg-
end, and Fat Possum recording artist, R.L. Burnside,
has suffered two heart attacks and a stroke. He is now
home in Holly Springs, after being released from the
hospital. However, he is very weak and is going to re-
quire a lot of medical attention. Cards and donations
can be sent to: R.L. Burnside PO Box 5021, Holly
Springs MS 38634. For more information go to
www.blues.org.

SON SEALS Chicago bluesman Son Seals passed
away on Monday, Dec 20th, from complications of dia-
betes. He had been nominated for a Grammy and was
a three time W.C. Handy Award winner. Guitar World
Magazine quote: "He carves guitar licks like a chain
saw through solid oak and sings like a grainy-voiced
avenging angel" . He was 62 years old.

Seals lived the blues like few other artists. After moving
from Arkansas to Chicago in 1971, he began jamming
with the likes of Hound Dog Taylor, Buddy Guy and
Junior Wells at various south side clubs. His solo ca-
reer took off two years later with his first of nine re-
leases on Alligator Records. His 1984 release, “Bad

(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 1)

groups are also available.

Currently, the Delta Blues Museum is hosting the Ex-
perience Music Project traveling exhibit "Sweet Home
Chicago: Big City Blues 1946-1966", which contains
over 200 artifacts and more than 50 rare/vintage audio
and video recordings.

Inside the gallery are also pieces from The Delta Blues
Museum's collection including a Stella guitar collection,
the cabin in which McKinley Morganfield (aka Muddy
Waters) was raised from the Stovall Plantation, the
original grave marker for Mississippi Fred McDowell
(misspelled McDewell), original artworks from James
"Son" Thomas along with the Muddywood guitar which
was created from a piece of Mississippi cypress origi-
nally a part of the Muddy Waters cabin structure, and
Charlie Musselwhite's childhood piano.

The DBM is funded by the City of Clarksdale, grants,
donations, merchandise and ticket sales. They offer an
Arts & Education Program through which children and
adults can learn to play the blues on the instrument of
their choice and are provided the opportunity to perform
for the public during the annual Sunflower River Blues
& Gospel Festival held the second weekend in August
each year. Former graduates include 13 yr. old guitar
prodigy Jacqueline, who recently received the first an-
nual Robert Johnson Youth Achievement Award from
The Robert Johnson Foundation along with an acoustic
L-1 series Robert Johnson guitar from Gibson USA.
While her music these days is closer to contemporary
rock than down home blues, she credits the Delta
Blues Museum program for providing her with the tools
and skill to explore her talents at songwriting, as well as
playing guitar, bass, drums and in leading her own
band.

This living monument to the history of the blues pro-
vides a one-of-a-kind haven for artifacts and archives
alike. Here in the land where the blues began, the Delta
Blues Museum draws over 20,000 visitors annually
coming to pay tribute to the masters of the genre as
well as visit local attractions including the Riverside
Hotel where Bessie Smith died in 1937, Hopson's Plan-
tation where the first mechanical cotton picker was im-
plemented and where Pinetop Perkins worked as a
tractor driver, Cat Head Delta Blues & Folk Art, along
with Madidi Restaurant and Ground Zero Blues Club,
both of which are co-owned by Bill Luckett and the
Golden Globe nominated actor, Morgan Freeman.

Through your most worthwhile efforts, the fundraising
benefit to be held on Sunday, February 27, 2005, will
provide much-needed funds to support the work of the

staff of the Delta Blues Museum to carry out their task
of keeping the blues alive and well. Money is needed to
purchase exhibit cases, build a new edition to house
the Muddy Waters cabin as well as to continue operat-
ing. Here's your chance to preserve, promote and per-
petuate the history of the Delta Blues by supporting this
endeavor. All proceeds will go directly to the Delta
Blues Museum. | look forward to meeting each and
everyone of you to relay our heartfelt appreciation.

Written by Joni Mayberry

Photo by Kandi Kimbrough -

Jim
BIERSDORF FLOORS
Quality floors since 1993
Carpet, Vinyl, Ceramic, Hardwood, Laminate
Residential & Commercial
Sales = Service = Installation
To schedule appointment call

614)436-4240 or 582-5252

57 W. Olentangy St.- PO Box 165 Powell, OH 43065

Blues News

(Continued from page 3)

Axe,” helped popularize his well-deserved nickname, Bad
Axe, as we witnessed on his Cadillac license plates on
one of his frequent trips to the Thirsty Ear.

Even after being shot in the face by his former wife and
losing a leg to diabetes in the last few years, his perform-
ances were still strong, distinctive and mesmerizing. As
the first live blues act | saw in Chicago years ago, this
was a big loss to me.

By Herb Sollars

Ohio is sending more blues acts to Memphis
this year than ever.

Look out Memphis, the CBA is sending a “First Class
Woman” this time, hoping to top her last record perform-
ance. In 2003, Teeny Tucker won our contest and went
on to be the first Ohio Blues Society representative to
place as high as third at the International Blues Chal-
lenge. Since that time, her career has taken her to
Europe twice and Blues Festivals from Monterey, Califor-
nia, to New York State. She recorded her second CD,
“First Class Woman,” in Austin, with the help of Kaz
Kassinoff shortly after. Her recordings have been in high
rotation on the cable and satellite television blues stations
along with her late great father, Tommy Tucker’s. Her first
CD, “Tommy’s Girl,” tapped the vocal talents of local leg-
end “Willie Pooch” on her version of her dad’s big hit
“High Heeled Sneekers.” With the CBA rule preventing
any local winner entering our contest in consecutive
years, Willie entered and won our contest last year. Willie
and his “New Upsetters” made quite an impression at
B.B. King’s last year, but were eventually eliminated in
the semifinal round by no less than the overall winning
band, Zack Harmond.

When the Patrick McLaughlin band placed second to
Teeny in our 2002 challenge (which qualified Teeny as
our 2003 rep), they were so good that we suggested that
they enter our Marietta friends’ great contest. They did,
and not only won, but made it to the final round at the IBC
in 2004 representing the Blues, Jazz and Folk Music So-
ciety of Marietta. They will be back in 2005 representing
the Creekside Blues Society of Gahanna. Of the six blues
societies sending bands to the IBC in 2005, Creekside is
the only one that did not hold a contest to select their
winner. They choose to appoint Jimmy McGee as their
solo/duo entry and Patrick McLaughlin. Wouldn'’t it be

(Continued on page 13)

WE BUY, SELL & TRADE USED MUSIC GEAR

833 BETHEL RD. (614-457-9328) & 4681 M ORSE RD. (614-473-0100)

(s’ HANDLEBAR PRODUCTIONS

presents
A Roster of Great Talent and Services

SMALLWOOD STUDIOS
35 years’ Experience
24 Track $25.00/Hr - Full service

BUCKATOON RECORDS

“MUSIC INSPIRED BY TRADITION”

MALKUM GIBSON and JUKE
“REAL BLUES...REAL HOT”

MALKUM and MARK
DowN HOME BLUES

MALKUM and CHRIS
Produced by B.B. King (937-289-1320)

handlebarprod@dragonbbs.com
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10th Reunion Party of T -Bone and the Usual
Suspects at the Finish Line Bar & Grill

Many blues fans were treated to an early Christmas pre-
sent Dec. 11 at the Finish Line Bar and Grill in Delaware.
It was the 10th Reunion Party of T-Bone and the Usual
Suspects featuring Willie Pooch. Yes, ten years have
gone by since this great band recorded their first CD at
Dick’'s Den. “The Suspects” included Tom Backus “T-
Bone”, one of the finest guitar players from Columbus,
Donny Hopps on bass, Dave “Cheeseburger” Backus on
the Hammond B-3, Al Roop on drums and of course, Willie
Pooch with his signature soulful vocals. The band graced
the Columbus blues scene until 1997 when, as with other
great bands, various circumstances and job responsibili-
ties sent them in different directions. Donny Hopps came
down from Detroit and Tom Backus traveled from Wilming-
ton, Delaware for this reunion party.

The place was packed by the time we arrived at 8:30 with
standing room only. You really didn’'t need a seat because
most people couldn’t sit very long with the funky blues that
was filling the air. The night was one of those magical
nights that happen every once in a while for the blues
lover. The bar was dripping with excitement, wonderful
music, great food, and the comradery that happens to a
crowd when everyone is having fun and sharing the love of
the music.

Jim Biersdorf and his wife Nita were there. Jim got up and
played his harp with all the fun and enthusiasm that was
happening to both the band and the crowd. Willie, at one
point, was playing the guitar and T-Bone beat out some
rhythms on the drums. After T-Bone’s signature bar walk,
and on his way past the pool table, he took a shot, using
his Stratocaster as a cue stick.... and never missed a lick!.

We all agreed that this reunion party just has to be a regu-
lar happening at the Finish Line, and better yet, the “Usual
Suspects” need to get together more often than every ten
years!

By Sharyn Sollars

George Thorogood and The Destroyers
The Newport Music Hall - 12/04/04

Set List: Run, Run Rudolf, Who Do You Love, Nighttime, |
Drink Alone, One Bourbon, One Scotch, One Beer, Co-
caine Blues, Sweet Little Lady, Get A Haircut, Bad To The
Bone, GearJammer, Move It On Over, The Fixer, You Talk
Too Much, Greedy Man, and Rockin’ My Life Away.

0, Record, & Music Memorabilia Shoy

The Haimerl Center
1421 Morse Rd .

February 5- Saturday - 10am to 4pm
Admission $4.00

Classic Vinyl Records, CDs, Videos,

Posters, & Music Collectables FOR SALE
Colleen’s Collectables 261-1585

For info :

Best Western
Clarmont Inn
& Suites

650South High Street
Columbus, Ohio 43215
(614 2286511
Fax (614) 2288109

| saw The Destroyers open up for B.B. King two years ago
at The Riverbend Music Center in Cincinnati, Ohio. That
particular show was nothing less than spectacular. On
Dec. 4, | got to witness his 30th Anniversary Celebration,
packed and crowded at The Newport Music Hall. It only
proves that George Thorogood will run the show for the
rest of his career. What an entertainer.

In the Holiday mood, The Destroyers blistered it up with a
festive “Run, Run, Rudolf’. Then let us know who do WE
love by letting loose on “Who Do You Love”, and
“Nighttime”. Thorogood’s guitar work is as raunchy as
ever, as he pleased the crowd to a few drinking favorites.
“I Drink Alone”, and “One Bourbon, One Scotch, One
Beer”, which put everyone’s voices in check as they spit
the lyrics right back to him, raising their glasses and cheer-
ing, as he belts out one of John Lee Hooker’s great drink-
ing anthems.

Not to leave anyone out, guitarist Jim Suhler let his fingers
do all the talking while he walked the walk with, “Cocaine
Blues”. The Fixer himself, Mr.Thorogood was teasing the
beautiful women that night with “Sweet Little Lady”. Gyrat-
ing and thrusting as only he knows. “Get a Haircut. Get a
real job”, Yeah right! Drummer Jeff Simon and Bassist Bill
Blough drop the beat off right with an ode to adolescence.
“Bad to the Bone”, heard everyday on classic rock stations
across the country, played as if it was a first single, it
dropped off the stage and Wowd the crowd, while Saxo-
phonist Buddy Leach put the touches on his solo, and
blazing it was.

If you came for the 12-Bar Boogie Blues and blue-collar
Rock and Roll, then you definitely came to the right place.
Not to be overshadowed by anyone, George and company
pulled out all the stops on “Gearjammer” and “Move it on
Over,” then let it tumble on down with, “The Fixer.” They
finished the set up with “You Talk Too Much,” one of
America’s (no help to the husband-sleep on the couch
tonight) favorites, followed by, “Greedy Man” and “Rockin’
My Life Away.”

At the top of his 30-year game, George Thorogood proves
that everywhere he goes, the party follows. We are not
knowing who will carry the torch when all is said and done,
but I'm sure it won’'t be passed down easily, just you ask
George. They're not called the Delaware Destroyers for
nothing. A must, must see, and not to ever be missed
group.

By Eric Popp
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